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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/841,380 



Examiner 

George R Koch III 



Lpplicant(s) 

SEAVER ET AL 



Art Unit 

1734 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time maybe available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

^)M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 November 2002 . 
2b)M This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in concJition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Claim(s) 1-59 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 1-32 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 33-59 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 44-50 is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or bO objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: b)\3 approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 

Attachnrient(s) 



1) QQ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) 13 Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) 9 . 



4) CH Interview Sumnnary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) n Notice of Infornnal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No. 1 1 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Election/Restrictions 



1 . Applicant's acknowledgement of the telephone election with traverse of group II, 
claims 33-59 in Paper No. 8 is acknowledged. The traversal is on the ground(s) that 
method claims have been amended . This is not found persuasive because the 
examination of claims 1-32 would present burden as they would require a significant 
search in class 427 beyond what the apparatus requires. 

The requirement is still deemed proper and is therefore made FINAL. 



2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is not clear whether the single electrostatic spray head of 
claim 33 is included as one of "a plurality of electrostatic spray heads ganged together''. 
Applicant should rephrase the claim so that it is clear that either the previously claimed 
electrostatic spray head creates the line of charged droplets, or that the previously 
claimed electrostatic spray head comprises a plurality of electrostatic spray heads which 
created the line of charge droplets. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
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4. Claim 39 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. It is unclear whether applicant intends to claim a plurality of 
electrostatic spray head IN ADDITION to the first cited electrostatic spray of claim 33, or 
intended to claim that the electrostatic spray head of claim 33 is a plurality of 
electrostatic spray heads. It is suggested that applicant change the portion of the claim 
between "...to claim 33" and "one or more coating..." to read -wherein said electrostatic 
spray head comprises a plurality of electrostatic spray heads--. 

5. Claims 44-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

6. The term "is improved compared to a coating made without such devices" in 
claim 44 renders the claim indefinite. It is unclear what structure the term "is improved 
compared to a coating made without such devices" is adding, and it appears applicant is 
attempting to claim the selection of "non-repeating" periods. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United 
states. 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the Invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

8. Claims 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hess. 
Hess discloses an electrostatic spray liead (Figure 3) that transmits a liquid 

coating. Hess also discloses tliat it is known to use transfer rollers as intermediaries in 
the transmission (column 6, lines 42-48). Such a transfer surface would be capable of 
being relatively conductive if used with an electrostatic spray head. Such a structure 
would be capable of transferring as claimed. 

As to claim 34, such a transfer surface would circulate or rotate. 

As to claim 35, the surface is called a roller, i.e., a drum. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

10. Claims 33-35, 37, 38. 43, 51 , 52, 54, and 56-59 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Hess and Nakajima et al (US Patent 
4,847,110). 

Hess discloses an electrostatic spray head (Figure 3) that transmits a liquid 
coating. Hess also discloses that it is known to use transfer rollers as intermediaries in 
the transmission (column 6, lines 42-48). Such a transfer surface would be capable of 
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being relatively conductive if used with an electrostatic spray head. Hess is silent as 
how to utilize the spray head with the transfer rollers. 

Nakajima discloses a conductive transfer surface (item 20) which transfers a 
portion of the coating to a substrate (see figure 6, and structures 22 and 23), and an 
electrostatic spray head (item 21 ) that is applying the powder coating composition to the 
conductive transfer surface (see also column 1 1 , lines 7-24). One in the art would 
appreciate that powder coatings and liquid coatings are very similar, and indeed, Hess 
does indicate so (column 6, lines 36-43). Thus, one would look to Nakajima to 
implement the structures disclosed but not organized in Hess, and Nakajima's 
organization allows for metering of the coating composition. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to have 
utilized the structural organization as disclosed in Nakajima for the elements of Hess as 
such an organization would allow for transfer and metering of the coating spray. 

As to claims 34 and 35, Hess and Nakajima discloses that the transfer surface 
rotates (column 1 1 , lines 24-32), and that the surface is a cylinder (i.e., a drum or roller). 

As to claim 37, Nakajima as applied discloses that the transfer surface is 
grounded (column 11, lines 17-20). 

As to claim 38, the electrostatic spray head of Hess and Nakajima is capable of 
producing a line of charged droplets. 

As to claim 43, the relationship of rolls 20 and 24 is functionally a nip roll since 
the substrate passes between these two rollers. 
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As to claims 51 , 52, 54, 56, and 57, Hess and Nakajima's apparatus is capable of 
acting on the substrates claimed. As to claim 51 , Hess and Nakajima can use an 
insulative substrate, which further as to claim 52 can be made of plastic. As to claim 54, 
Hess and Nakajima can be used with a porous substrate. As to claim 56, Hess and 
Nakajima is capable of being used with a woven or unwoven web. As to claim 57, Hess 
and Nakajima is capable of being used with a substrate that is an electronic film, 
component, or precursor thereof. 

As to claim 55, Hess and Nakajima is capable of using a liquid for coating 
wherein the liquid for coating does not substantially penetrate the porous substrate. 

As to claim 58, Hess and Nakajima discloses that the conductive transfer surface 
is grounded and is capable of being used with coatings and substrates such that 
substantially none of the charges generated by the electrostatic spraying device are 
transferred to the substrate. 

As to claim 59, the apparatus of Hess and Nakajima appears capable of 
transferring drops in the sizes claimed. 

1 1 . Claims 36, 42 and 53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Hess andNakajima as applied to claims 33-35 above, and further in view of Booth 
("Evolution of Coating", from applicant's IDS, Paper #2, 9-10-2001). 

As to claim 36, Nakajima does not disclose using a belt as the transfer surface. 

Booth discloses using a belt and multiple transfer drums to transfer the coating 
liquid to the substrate (see page 37 to page 39, and Figures 40 and 41 ). Booth 
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discloses that the steel belt is particularly well adapted to applying coatings to porous 
materials wherein a minimal "combining" pressure is needed (page 38, lines 7-10). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention with a desire to coat porous substrates to have added a belt for the transfer 
mechanism as suggested by Booth in the overall system of Nakajima in order to reduce 
damage to the substrate. 

As to claims 42 and 53, Booth discloses the use of multiple transfer surfaces 
(such as in Figures 30, 31 , 32, 33 and 34, see pages 30-33) to meter the coating. 
Booth discloses that such multiple transfer surfaces are useful for maintaining coating 
weight control and uniformity (see page 30, lines 12-15). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to used a plurality of 
circulating transfer surfaces wherein the coating is transferred from a first surface to a 
second transfer surface as disclosed in Booth in order to maintain coating weight control 
and uniformity. 

12. Claims 38-41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hess and Nakajima as applied to claim 33 above, and further in view of Neidich (US 
Patent 2,833,666). 

As to claim 38, Nakajima, while disclosing the use of a single electrostatic spray 
head to produce a line of charge droplets, does not disclose the alternative embodiment 
of a series of spray heads ganged or grouped together to apply the coating to the 
transfer substrate. 
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Neidich discloses using multiple applicator nozzles, which are not electrostatic 
spray nozzle applying to a transfer surface, but rather directly apply the coating to the 
moving substrate. One in the art would appreciate that the use of multiple applicator 
nozzles allows for the treatment of a wider substrate, thus improving the efficiency of 
the application operation, and would appreciate that such a multiple nozzle setup plus 
transfer roller as in Hess/Nakajima would allow for the coating of wider substrates. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to have utilized multiple applicator nozzles such as in Neidich in the overall 
apparatus of Nakajima in order to improve efficiency and improve production speed. 

As to claim 39, Hess, Nakajima and Neidich as applied in claim 38 above are 
capable of applying one or more coating compositions to one or more lanes. 

As to claim 40, Hess, Nakajima and Neidich as applied in claim 38 above are 
capable of applying a plurality of compositions to one lanes, by placing both 
compositions in the spray head. 

As to claim 41 , Hess, Nakajima and Neidich as applied in claim 38 above are 
capable of applying coating compositions to a plurality of lanes. 

13. Claims 44-50 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hess and Nakajima as applied to claim 33 above, and further in view of Hall (GB 
1,278,099). 

Hess and Nakajima do not disclose multiple pick and place devices. 
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Hall discloses multiple pick and place devices, and further discloses that a 
minimum of five rollers, sometimes two rollers, be used per side coated (column 1, lines 
41-46). Hall discloses that such devices smooth the coating, thus improving the 
coating. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have utilized such rollers in order to improve the coating. 

Response to Arguments 

14. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 33-59 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

15. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, liowever, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to George R. Koch III whose telephone number is (703) 
305-3435 (TDD only). If the applicant cannot make a direct TDD-to-TDD call, the 
applicant can communicate by calling the Federal Relay Service at 1-800-877-8339 and 
giving the operator the above TDD number. The examiner can normally be reached on 
M-Th 10-7. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Crispino can be reached on (703) 308-3853. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
305-7718 for regular communications and (703) 305-3599 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0661. 





February 1 0, 2003 



RICHARD CRISPINO 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 1700 



